Teaching acting: not as simple as it looks by Romero, Aldemaro, Jr.
City University of New York (CUNY)
CUNY Academic Works
Publications and Research Baruch College
2011
Teaching acting: not as simple as it looks
Aldemaro Romero Jr.
CUNY Bernard M Baruch College
How does access to this work benefit you? Let us know!
Follow this and additional works at: https://academicworks.cuny.edu/bb_pubs
Part of the Theatre and Performance Studies Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Baruch College at CUNY Academic Works. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Publications and Research by an authorized administrator of CUNY Academic Works. For more information, please contact
AcademicWorks@cuny.edu.
Recommended Citation
Romero, Aldemaro Jr., "Teaching acting: not as simple as it looks" (2011). CUNY Academic Works.
https://academicworks.cuny.edu/bb_pubs/675
Regional
Page 3Friday, April 8, 2011 — www.theintelligencer.com
Acting is one of the oldest professions. The ancient 
Egyptians and Greeks were very fond of it. In today’s 
society actors are seen not only as professionals but also 
as celebrities. Yet acting has evolved over time and the 
art of acting that we see on stages and in films today is 
quite different than what was being done in the time of 
Shakespeare.
“Actors are both born and taught,” said Chuck Harper, 
a professor in the department of theater and dance at 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. “The tech-
nique of acting underwent a significant revolution in the 
early 1900s when the Russian director and acting teacher 
Constantin Stanislavsky taught that you have to look 
and act in a recognizable fashion to your audience, like 
someone they can see at home or on the streets.”
Another historical event that transformed the tech-
nique of acting was the movie industry. Movie actors 
have the advantage of the use of close-ups and editing 
techniques that enhance the conveyance of emotions. On 
stage, actors are much more dependent on the traditional 
techniques of voice and movement to project emotion.
Despite the glamour that can be a part of acting, it is 
a profession that requires a lot of training to do well. 
Harper obtained his bachelor’s in theater and dance 
from Western Washington University and his master’s 
of fine arts in stage direction from the University of 
Washington School of Drama in Seattle.  Born in St. 
Louis, Mo., Harper said that he knew since he was a 
child that he wanted to be an actor. Yet, he explained, he 
still feels as if he’s continually learning.
“I think that stage performers are very much a writer’s 
medium. Actors will speak the words verbatim,” said 
Harper. “But there are actors that discuss their ideas with 
directors and generate improvisations. I am terrified of 
improvisations but to be a good actor you have to know 
how to improvise.”  Interestingly enough Harper said 
that many actors do get stage fright.
 “The older you are, the more afraid you become of 
improvisation. Experience tells you that things can go 
terribly wrong during a live performance, particularly 
at opening night. 
“There is not a single way of teaching acting,” said 
Harper, who has taught hundreds of students not only 
in the classroom but also by directing plays. 
You have, for example, the British approach (from 
the outside in) and the American approach (from the 
inside out). The “method acting” in which the actor tries 
to internalize the feelings he or she has to display on 
stage epitomizes the latter. “I think both works,” added 
Harper.
One historical anecdote that illustrates the differ-
ent approaches actors can take took place between 
Laurence Olivier and Dustin Hoffman during the 
filming of the movie Marathon Man. Olivier, proba-
bly one of the best actors who ever lived, told Dustin 
Hoffman, who deprived himself of sleep for days to 
create a more accurate portrayal of a man being per-
secuted. “Son,” Olivier is purported to have said to 
Hoffman. “Why don’t you just act? It is easier.” 
A champion of the “method acting” technique was 
Lee Strasberg. He was an influential – and controver-
sial – American actor, director and teacher who most 
people probably remember for his role as the Jewish 
mafia character in “The Godfather Part II.” “He was 
a polarizing figure,” said Harper. “Some think that 
the way he handled actors was reprehensible and 
manipulative. Others idolized him by saying that all 
they learned was because of him.”
Harper, who teaches several courses on acting and 
stage direction at SIUE, is known as a much more 
eclectic – and gentle – teacher. He said that he loves 
to work on experimental theater.
“There is a small but enthusiastic audience for 
experimental theater,” Harper said.  Still he is wor-
ried that theater audiences are shrinking. One source 
of concern is that the more technology is employed 
in movies, the less the full capabilities of an actor 
will be noticed. He gave the 2009 film “Avatar” as an 
example of this phenomenon. 
“New technologies are already impacting acting,” 
Harper said. “There is still a sense that even the best 
computer animations come from groundwork using 
actors. It is a matter of emotional range. I don’t think 
that live actors will be completely replaced.” 
Harper said that he believes that the fundamentals 
of theater will survive. “Acting has been very impor-
tant from early cultures. We find direct correlations 
in early theater to the modern one in the same politi-
cal and cultural issues of our times,” Harper said. 
“The best actors provide not only entertainment but 
also convey ideas that make us think about bigger 
issues.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. His 
show, “Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 
a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero
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Working together
Scouts from Troop 777 from Rosewood Heights place a headstone at Oaklawn Cemetery on April 3.  The event was conducted 
by Louis Joyner Jr. for his Eagle Scout project.
Ron Hicks for the Intelligencer
By JULIA BIGGS
jbiggs.edwi@gmail.com
The Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville Department of Theater 
and Dance concludes its 2010-11 
mainstage season with the absurd 
comedy, “Ubu Roi” by Alfred Jarry 
in the SIUE Dunham Hall.  Directed 
by SIUE Theater Professor Chuck 
Harper, “Ubu Roi” curtain is at 7:30 
p.m. April 13, and continues each 
night at the same time through April 
16.  A Sunday matinee is also sched-
uled for 2 p.m. on April 17. 
According to an SIUE news release, 
when “Ubu Roi” premiered 115 years 
ago, it was jeered, but many have 
credited it since with being the spark 
that came to be known as the Theater 
of the Absurd and the surrealist art 
movement that characterized the 
early part of the 20th century. 
“The character, Ubu, is playwright 
Jarry’s metaphor for the modern 
man; Ubu is ugly, vulgar, gluttonous, 
grandiose, dishonest, stupid, vora-
cious, cruel, cowardly and evil, an 
anti-hero of grand proportion. This 
play is the first of a trilogy of styl-
ized satires in which the playwright 
savages power, greed and resulting 
evil practices — in particular the ten-
dency of the  complacent bourgeois 
to abuse the authority brought on by 
success,” the release states.
The other two pieces in the trilogy 
–“Ubu Coco” and “Ubu Enchaîné” - 
were never performed during Jarry’s 
short lifetime. “Ubu Roi” chronicles 
Ubu’s political and felonious exploits, 
all the while offering a parody-like 
adaptation of situations and plot lines 
from Shakespeare’s dramas such 
as “Macbeth,” “Hamlet” and “Richard 
III.”
The release also notes an interest-
ing link to the play stating that Linda 
McCartney in her book, “Sixties” (Bulfin
ch, 1993), maintained that her husband, 
songwriter and Beatle founder Paul 
McCartney, used the play as an inspira-
tion for the Beatles’ tune, “Maxwell’s 
Silver Hammer.” Some observers have 
said that “Ubu Roi” inspired filmmaker 
Tim Burton to craft the villain, Ooogie 
Boogie, in “The Nightmare Before 
Christmas,” after Ubu.
Director Harper points out that 
the play has a strong audience advi-
sory because of its adult language 
and situations. By way of director’s 
notes, Harper chose to quote Jarry, 
who said, “Talking about things that 
are understandable only weights 
down the mind and falsifies the 
memory, but the absurd exercises 
the mind and makes the memory 
work.” Harper also quotes Gabriel 
Brunet, a French militarist: “Every 
man is capable of showing his con-
tempt for the cruelty and stupid-
ity of the universe by making his 
own life a poem of incoherence and 
absurdity.”
Tickets, from $8-$10, are available 
through the SIUE Fine Arts box office 
by phoning (618) 650-2774.
"Ubu Roi" to fill the 
Dunham Hall stage
SIUE
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Dickmann said other communities such as 
Alton and Chesterfield received awards too.
“We were particularly proud the city of 
Edwardsville for receiving an award for out-
standing planning for our Comprehensive Plan,” 
Dickmann said. “And from this very prestigious 
organization.”
Dickmann thanked Mayor Gary Niebur and 
gave him credit for asking the staff for a “con-
cise” plan, and producing the in-depth and 
lengthy project in-house.
Dickmann also thanked Hanson, Porter, Public 
Works Director Tim Harr and all who worked on 
this project.
After Dickmann spoke, Hanson and Porter 
presented the award to Niebur.
Niebur thanked them and all who worked on 
the plan.
“We are extremely pleased to receive such a 
high honor from the St. Louis Metro Section of 
the American Planning Association, one of the 
premier planning organizations in the St. Louis 
metropolitan area,” Niebur said. 
“City officials, staff, volunteers, and our resi-
dents understand the importance of planning 
and have embraced it individually and collec-
tively to achieve the goal of building a better 
community for the future. I salute our staff and 
Comprehensive Plan Committee for their excep-
tional work and quality end product of our 2010 
plan update.”
Niebur said most municipalities contract the 
such a project out, but he said the city decided to 
do this in-house.
“No one knows this community better than 
the staff, and the people who live here,” Niebur 
said.
Niebur said Hanson, Porter and others dedi-
cated many hours to creating the city’s 2010 
Comprehensive Plan – a plan that the city creates 
every few years to map out its future, such as 
from where its next park may go to how to make 
sure the city has an adequate water supply for 
its residents in the future based on population 
growth estimates. The plan covers a variety of 
topics such as transportation, water and sewer 
resources, land use, historic preservation and 
parks. It also comes up with plans for the next 
three o seven years to eight to 10 years down the 
road.
Hanson and Porter said they were both proud 
to be apart of the project.
“It is a great honor to be singled out by our St. 
Louis metro area planning profession peers for 
this award for the 2010 Comprehensive Plan,” 
Hanson said. 
“Our goal was not so much to predict future 
growth in Edwardsville, but to guide it when it 
takes place. The award helps to affirm that we 
have a plan which does exactly that.”
Porter added that the mayor said it best.
“Who knows the community better than the 
people who work and live here,” Porter said.
This was the city’s first Comprehensive Plan 
since 2000, and the process began with the 
staff in 2008, followed by appointment of a 
Comprehensive Plan Review Committee in 2009 
that consisted of: Dickmann, Aldermen Tom 
Butts, Janet Haroian and John Twombly, Zoning 
Board of Appeals and Plan Commission mem-
bers as well as the city’s Fire, Police, Parks and 
Recreation and Public Works staff.
Once the CPRC was created, it reviewed past 
successful planning efforts in Edwardsville, 
considered how creative community planning 
techniques had transformed other cities in the 
Metro St. Louis area, Illinois, the Midwest, and 
the United States as a whole, and focused on 
how new and innovative new planning tech-
niques could be tailored for implementation in 
Edwardsville.
The plan was then reviewed and approved 
first by the Plan Commission and then by the 
council in February 2010. 
The city’s 2010 Comprehensive Plan is divided 
into three essential parts: Section 1 address-
es five key elements (Community, Land Use, 
Water and Sewer Resources, Transportation and 
Historic Preservation). Section 2 provides a 2025 
Employment, Population and Land Use Forecast 
based on historical population and economic data. 
Section 3 addresses Land Use and Compatibility 
between seven distinct “Districts” within the 
community: Finally, the four Appendices consid-
er “Policy Alternatives” for six planning issues 
unique to Edwardsville, provides a Glossary of 
Terms, Historic Maps of the City of Edwardsville 
and a wide variety of current maps, including the 
Future Land Use Map.
To learn more about the city of Edwardsville’s 
2010 Comprehensive Plan or to read it, visit 
the City Clerk’s Office in City Hall, located at 
118 Hillsboro Ave., the Public Works Building, 
located at 200 East Park St. or the city’s Web site 
at www.cityofedwardsville.com.
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While the state is supposed to 
be picking up the tab for half the 
costs, it’s currently paying only 
27 percent, says Madison County 
Administrator Joe Parente. That 
leaves the county to pay the remain-
ing 73 percent.
“The bottom line is that if they 
cut additional funding for proba-
tion, I don’t have the funds to keep 
the services at the level they are 
today,” says Madison County Board 
Chairman Alan Dunstan. “Probation 
is extremely important for the resi-
dents of Madison County, but the 
dilemma is I don’t have the funds. 
If they cut us on probation funding, 
my hands are pretty much tied.”
Cuts over the last decade have 
reduced the number of employees in 
the Probation Department from 135 
to 85, said Judy Dallas, the supervi-
sor for Madison County Probation 
and Court Services. 
“It is to the point now that we are 
so lean that grants are about our 
only option,” Dallas said recent-
ly. “We are in desperate need of 
another juvenile probation officer. 
Their caseloads are ridiculous. They 
are carrying a hundred cases, and 
the suggested caseload for juvenile 
cases is 41. Juvenile cases are very 
intensive, because you’re dealing 
not only with the child but the par-
ents and the school.”
The department has already lost 
a school-based probation officer, she 
said. That puts them in a particu-
larly tough spot. 
“You would just hope that we 
could hold on long enough and 
things will turn around with the 
state,” she said. “But we are having 
a very difficult time.” 
Metro Counties, a Libertyville-
based lobbying group, has been 
urging House members to increase 
probation funding to the counties 
as they wrestle with the Fiscal Year 
2012 budget. “You also need to con-
tact your judges, court administra-
tors, county board chairs and mem-
bers, to reach out and make the 
same recommendations,” the group 
wrote in a recent e-mail. 
The bad news would be mitigat-
ed, at least somewhat, if Madison 
County can land a state grant to 
help it run its alternative courts. 
Counties have until April 29 to 
apply for the Adult Redeploy Illinois 
Grant, which offers $250,000 over 
the next 18 months. The Probation 
Department will be partnering 
with the Madison County State’s 
Attorney, the Madison County 
Public Defender, and local treatment 
agencies Chestnut Health Systems, 
and Treatment Alternatives for Safe 
Communities.
“We’re going to do this as an 
umbrella, for our drug court, mental 
health court and veterans court,” 
said Dallas.
The grant would allow the depart-
ment to hire an additional probation 
officer for the alternative courts.
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“Thanks for the support. I’m just 
glad to be back,” he said. 
Schmidt declined to give a com-
ment. 
With the excitement of the elec-
tion out of the way, trustees got 
back to the business of running 
the village. Treasurer Jolene Henry 
informed the board that the village 
saw a reduction in its annual esti-
mated property valuations with 
the county certified rate dropping 
from $0.9993 in 2009 to $0.9887 in 
2010 – a decrease of roughly one 
penny. 
“This is a very, very positive cer-
tification. We’re very pleased with 
these numbers,” said Henry. 
 Bell also gave the board an 
update on the village’s new Web 
site. Bell said the content had been 
submitted and the team working 
on it will finish the design on 
Friday this week. He said that any 
problems after that date would 
need to be corrected at the team’s 
upcoming training sessions. Bell 
encouraged board members to 
look over the site and get back 
to him as soon as possible if they 
spotted any broken links or other 
errors. 
“The site is looking good,” said 
Bell. 
Zoning Administrator and Fire 
Chief Kevin Flaugher told trustees 
that the fire protection district’s 
oldest pumper is in need of a new 
engine, which was estimated to 
cost $14,000.
However, the fire protection 
district has found someone in 
Highland who believes he can 
repair the truck for less than half 
that cost. Flaugher said work 
would start on the truck Monday, 
and it would continue to be out of 
service for quite some time. 
“This is totally at the fire protec-
tion district’s cost,” said Flaugher. 
Flaugher also told the board that 
work on the new Casey’s store is 
due to begin any day. The devel-
oper closed on the property in 
mid-March and all of the necessary 
permits have been approved. 
“Everything’s ready to go. I 
would expect to see their truck out 
there any day,” he said. 
In other news, the board: 
•฀ Approved฀ the฀ CK฀ Power฀
Generator Agreement for a main 
generator at water pump station on 
Water Tower Road in the amount 
of $850.00 per year; 
•฀Approved฀the฀hiring฀of฀six฀part-
time 2011 summer help employees 
not to exceed 32 hours per week or 
a total of 240 hours per employee 
at last year’s salary
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“One for my dad, who died of lung 
cancer at the age of 55.  One for my 
son, who died of lymphoma at the 
age of 31, and one for my husband 
who died of kidney cancer at the age 
of 59.  I try to add photos of them on 
the bags so that when people pass 
and read the names, they are alive in 
the minds of the person who pass. It 
is also such a reminder of the reason 
we all continue to fight to find a way 
to stop this disease.”
Lampman said that the first time 
she saw the Luminaria ceremony 
was shortly after her husband died. 
“Hearing those three names read 
aloud brought tears to my eyes, 
but then I looked up and saw the 
huge “HOPE” sign, and I knew then 
that I had to be a part of Relay 
so that “HOPE” is possible,” she 
said.  “When I was diagnosed just 
four months later with breast cancer, 
I knew I had the support of ACS 
behind me, and now when I take 
others to Relay, they see that same 
“HOPE” sign and can understand 
why this one night is so important.”
Relay For Life of Edwardsville/
Glen Carbon raises funds for can-
cer research, community educational 
programs, advocacy initiatives, and 
support services for area patients 
and their families. To learn more 
about Relay For Life and luminar-
ia donations, contact the American 
Cancer Society at 288-2320 or visit 
RelayForLifeEdwardsville.com.  
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